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say that Sao Jorge da Mina dominated life on the Gold Coast
under the Portuguese.
During their occupation of Mina, the Portuguese did not own
the ground on which the castle and the city of Sao Jorge were
situated. Their title to it was only conditional. They held it on
lease from the local tribes. The castle had been built on a rocky
headland to the south-west of the estuary of a small stream,
called in the seventeenth century the R. Benja. This stream
divided the land of the Comani people from that of the Fetu.
The Comani inhabited the kingdom of Commcnda, which lay
to the west of Mina, while the Fetu lived in the land east of
Mina. The rulers of these two peoples appear to have claimed
an equal share in the ownership of the territory on which the
castle stood. 'Anciently the village of the Mine had two masters',
wrote Olfert Dapper at the end of the seventeenth century, *one
half dependent upon the King of Guasso1 and the other half
upon that of Fctu'2. According to the text of a 'Note', which
afterwards fell into the hands of the Denkiras, a powerful people
living in the interior behind Mina, d'Azambuja negotiated a
treaty with Prince Caramansa by which he engaged his country-
men to pay a yearly rent for the lease of the territory on which
the castle was built. Whether this 'note' was gent line cannot be
established, for it was rediscovered in the seventeenth century,
when policy was responsible for many inventions about the
early history of white enterprise on the Gold Coast3. But there
is evidence to substantiate that during the early part of the six-
teenth century the Portuguese in the fort of Sao Jorge found it
expedient to cultivate the friendship of the kings of the Fetu
and the Comani, and that they were in the habit of giving
'presents' to some of the local native princes, a practice which
may be regarded as a form of paying rent or tribute. Several
records have been included in this collection which offer proof
of this (docs. 16, 28,45,46,141). Two may be specially selected
for notice. In 1503, the captain of S&o Jorge da Mina sent one,
Diogo d'Alvarenga, to 'confirm the friendship* with the king of
1 Great Commcnda, the chief town of the kingdom of Commcnda.
a Dapper, Description dc I'Afrique (i 686), p. 283.
3 Blake, p. 99,